
From the Executive Director  

I wonder if you, like me, are still adjusting to the idea that 2017 has already arrived. I 

was barely getting accustomed to 2016, and now we must assimilate ourselves to 

yet another year on the calendar. Onward! 

 
Moving ahead, here at the World Forestry Center we are taking a fresh look at all the 

challenges we face, and are making plans for an exciting 2017. Consider, if you will, the 

following three intersecting propositions: 

  

1) The cornerstone of a democratic society is honest dialogue and conversation (the 

essence of the first amendment to the US Constitution.) 

 

2) Countries have gone to war over access to natural resources. Therefore, managing them 

for long-term sustainability is critical to peace-building efforts. 

 

3) A growing population puts mounting pressure on both the availability of natural resource 

supplies like trees and water and on the efficiency of waste disposal processes.  Look, for 

example, at how the atmospheric accumulation of excess CO2 has already impacted our 

climate and our oceans. 

   

Taken together, these three premises present us with a compelling case for taking action 

with regard to forests. Now we need to bring together interested and qualified people for 

serious conversation. We need the benefit of our combined knowledge if we are to be 

effective tackling the challenges of a growing demand for forests in the face of growing 

political and environmental uncertainty. Clearly, a range of subjects begs for attention: 

  

 How can we best support and maintain a future of healthy forests? What human 

interventions are necessary? When should we step back and let nature take its 

course. Does the urgency of a changing climate compel us to act?  

 

 How can we recruit and retain future forest managers? How do we compete with 

the allure of hi-tech industries? How do we bring greater diversity and equity to our 

workforce? 

 

 How can we ensure that our society invests public dollars at a level that adequately 

provides responsible management over our public forest assets? How can our 

society extract itself from the cycle of litigation that has left all sides frustrated? 

 

 Given that forests were once the foundation upon which empires were built and 

that they now are central elements in the task of developing a sustainable future, 

how can we tell this story in a way that captures the public’s imagination? 

 

 How can the economic, environmental, and social demands upon our forests be 

balanced?  How do we monetize (and therefore value) the more intangible 

ecosystem benefits forests provide and upon which we all depend? 

 

Moving forward, the Forestry Center is setting out to bring fresh voices to these 

needed conversations. We'll be scrutinizing long-held assumptions while searching for 

creative and innovative approaches to forest management. We hope you’ll continue to 

join with us in support of this most worthy endeavor. 

 

-Eric Vines 

Executive Director 


