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WFI Welcomes New Program Manager! 

Send us your updates 
and photos for the 
next issue! 

The World Forest Institute 
is excited to welcome 
Chandalin Bennett as our 
new Program Manager! 
Chandalin comes to WFI 
with more than ten years of 
experience working in for-
estry, and natural resources. 
Most recently she worked 
with the Oregon Depart-
ment of Forestry as a moni-
toring specialist, where she 
coordinated, implemented, 
and oversaw research on 
state forestlands in western 
Oregon. Prior to working 
with ODF, Chandalin was 
involved in forest pathology 
research at the University of 
Nevada, Reno and the Uni-
versity of Idaho, Moscow; 

the latter is where she 
earned her Masters degree 
in Forest Resources.  
 
Chandalin is excited by the 
new position so far, in part 
because it promises ample 

opportunity to get out into 
the field, travel around the 
Pacific Northwest, and meet a 
variety of new people. The 
position also allows her to 
delve deeper into many differ-
ent areas of forestry research 
which are of personal interest 
to her; in particular, ecology, 
conservation, policy, and man-
agement. 
 
We very warmly welcome 
Chandalin to Portland, and 
wish her the best of luck as 
she settles into her new role 
as Program Manager. We’d 
also like to invite you to come 
in and introduce yourself if 
you happen to be on campus 
one day. Chandalin tells us 
her door is always open. 

Chandalin Bennett (above) our new 
Program Manager!  

Welcome to Elikia Amani, our first fellow from the DRC! 

Last month the World For-
est Institute was excited to 
welcome Mr. Elikia Amani, 
of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, to our inter-

national fellowship program. 
Elikia is our first fellow from 
the DRC, and we are ex-
cited to have him with us 
for a 6 month fellowship. 

Elikia hails from the city of 
Bukavu, on the border of 
Lake Kivu, in the eastern re-
gions of the DRC. In Bukavu 
he is President of the trustee 
board to the Congolese For-
esters Network, a local non 
governmental organization. 
Throughout his stay in Port-
land Elikia plans to study com-
munity forest management 
practices. He is hoping to 
identify applied management 
techniques that can be used 
to preserve tropical rainfor-
ests of the DRC. 

Elikia Amani (right), our newest 
fellow, smiles with WFC staffer, Rick 
Zenn (left), at our “Who Will Own 
the Forest? 5” conference. 
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A Season of Goodbyes! 
The fall season has marked  
a string of sad goodbyes! 
This month we said good 
bye to Mr. Gui Shen, of 
China, Dr. Lanhui Wang, 
also of China, and Dr. Milan 
Mataruga, from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 
 
Mr. Gui Shen arrived at WFI 
in March of this year, joining 
us for a six month fellow-
ship, during which time he 
researched forestry educa-
tion. Shen was interested in 
finding ways to improve the 
ecological awareness of citi-
zens in China, and therefore 
happy to participate in the 
World Forestry Center’s 
International Educators In-
stitute (IEI). He tells us that 
through IEI he learned to 
enjoy the outdoors, experi-
ence and observe nature, 
and better understand the 
earth as an ecological web. 
Throughout his time in 
Portland, Shen was im-
pressed by the public’s mo-
tivation to protect the envi-
ronment. Shen will return 
to his post as professor and 
deputy secretary-general of 
the Chinese Society of For-
estry. Although he will miss 
WFI, he is excited to return 
to his family, and listen to 
Chinese music. 

 

Dr. Lanhui Wang arrived at 
WFI in September of 2008, 
and joined us for a year long 
fellowship. Lanhui re-
searched methods of eco-
nomic forecasting for timber 
consumption and wood 
products trade, and used 
her methodology to com-
pare U.S. and Chinese tim-
ber consumption patterns.  

During her fellowship Lan-
hui had the unique experi-
ence of being the first fellow 
to be robbed by a bear! 
While camping in Yosemite 
National Park Lanhui awoke 
to find “Blue” the bear mak-
ing off with her food and 
camping gear, having broken 
into the bear box at her 
campsite. Luckily most of 
the gear was recovered and 
mailed back by park officials, 
who spotted Blue in the 
woods, still carrying Lanhui’s 
backpack. Lanhui tells us she 
will miss her many friends in 
the Portland area, but is 
excited to be reunited with 
her husband and four year 
old son! She will return to 
her faculty position with the 
Department of Statistics in 
the School of Economics 
and Management, at Beijing 
Forestry University. 

Dr. Milan Mataruga joined us 
in September of 2008 for a 
year long fellowship. Milan 
worked diligently to broaden 
his scientific knowledge and 
gain practical experiences, 
particularly in the areas of: 
genetic resources, forest seed 
harvesting, nurseries, com-
posting, and afforestation. His 
hard work paid off! Through-
out the year Milan published 
three scientific papers, setting 
a new record for future fel-
lows! In his farewell speech, 
Milan informed us that his 
experience in Portland was, “a 
year full of new knowledge, 
experiences, and personal 
successes for me. The hospi-
tality, affability, understanding, 
exchange of experience and 
knowledge that I shared with 
you, will be deeply embedded 
in my future work and ca-
reer.” Milan returns to the 
city of Banja Luka, where he is 
a professor in the Faculty of 
Forestry, at the University of 
Banja Luka. He is looking for-
ward to spending as much 
time as possible with his wife 
and two young sons. 
 
We wish them all the best of 
luck!! 

Mr. Gui Shen poses with Smokey 
the Bear, during a visit to the 
Tillamook Forest Center. 

Lanhui Wang with Gary Harts-
horn, WFC Director. 

Milan Mataruga smiles for the cam-
era at his farewell luncheon. 

Updates from 
WFI Alumni! 

In October, WFI alumnus Dr. 
Fanglin Tan, and two of his col-
leagues from the Fujian Academy 
of Forestry, Ms. Luo and Ms. Chu, 
visited Oregon and WFI as part of 
their study tour on how to deal 
with Spartina, an invasive grass.   
 
Their itinerary was organized by 
Sam Chan, Associate Professor of 
Watershed Health and an Invasive 
Species Specialist at OSU's Sea 
Grant College Program and Ex-
tension Service.  Chan arranged 
for the group to meet with ex-
perts at OSU's Wave Research 
Lab, and to tour commercial shell-
fish operations, the Oregon 
coast and the Willapa Bay Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge.  Willapa 
Bay has successfully dealt with a 
major Spartina invasion.   
 
The tour is part of a long-term 
cooperative effort between Chan 
and Tan, as Tan studied invasive 
species while at WFI in 
2001.  Tan's work is part of the 
Chinese government's initiative to 
save its remaining coastal man-
groves from invasive species like 
Spartina.   
 
In 2007, Mr. Chan led a group of 
scientists from Oregon, Washing-
ton, and Florida to Fujian to study 
spartina's impact on the region's 
estuaries and economies.  Their 
trip was the focus of a recent 
OPB Oregon Field Guide episode. 
 

* * * * 
 

Brazilian Alum Moacyr Fantini 
Junior writes to inform us 
that  Stora Enso has reassigned 
him from  his  seven month posi-
tion in Mozambique  to a new 
position in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
Best of Luck to Moacyr! 
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Fellows in the field: Two forests offer unique comparison. 
Fellows had the opportu-
nity during the last two 
months to visit two great 
forests of the Pacific 
Northwest: The Tillamook 
State Forest, and the Mt. 
Hood National Forest. 
 
At the Tillamook State 
Forest, fellows had the 
chance to explore the new 
Tillamook Forest Visitors 
Center, participate in envi-
ronmental modeling activi-
ties with staff of the cen-
ter, engage in conversation 
about the fires which all 
but destroyed the forest 
during the 1950s, and see 
for themselves the tre-
mendous reforestation 
efforts. 
 
The trip provided an ex-
cellent foundation for a 
subsequent visit to the Mt. 
Hood National Forest, 
where fellows were able 
to learn about fire man-

agement techniques em-
ployed to mitigate fire dam-
age throughout the Barlow 
Ranger District. Brazilian 
Fellow, Aline Moreira, was 
impressed by the collabora-
tive efforts used by  District 
Rangers to involve commu-
nity members within the 
creation of a forest manage-
ment plan. She was particu-

WFI Welcomes Two Interns for the Fall Season 

Recent Events 

larly impressed by efforts 
made to educate the public, 
and include individuals outside 
of the Forest Service in a de-
cision making process.  
 
The two field trips also of-
fered a unique opportunity to 
compare management policies 
of state and nationally oper-
ated forest lands in the U.S. 

The fall always marks a 
busy time at the World 
Forest Institute, and this 
season has been no differ-
ent! We were therefore 
happy to welcome two 
new interns to our office, 
to help ease the workload: 
Kevin O’Connor and 
Sophia Polasky. 
 
Kevin recently moved to 
Portland from the state of 
New Jersey, where he was 

a student at Rowan Univer-
sity. He graduated last 
spring with degrees in Ge-
ography and Environmental 
Studies. In addition to assist-
ing with the more techno-
logical aspects of the office, 
Kevin provided help with 
planning for our recent con-
ference, and continues to 
assist with logistics behind 
the international fellows 
program.  
 
Initially from Alaska, Sophia 
attended the College of St. 
Benedict/St. John’s Univer-
sity in Minnesota, where she 
studied Environmental Stud-
ies and Classical Greek. Fol-
lowing her graduation, in 

2006, she served in the U.S. 
Peace Corps for two years as 
an agro-forestry and alterna-
tive livelihoods coordinator in 
Ghana, West Africa. At WFI 
Sophia has been assisting with 
our recent conference, and 
with the international fellow-
ship program, as well as writ-
ing pieces for our newsletter. 
 
Thanks to both for their time 
and help! 

Kevin O’Connor (lower left), and 
Sophia Polasky (upper right) our 
interns throughout the fall season. 

Fellows pause in a section of thinned forest, during a visit to the Barlow 
Ranger District of the Mt. Hood National Forest. 

This October Kati Brueckner, our 
current German fellow, was able 
to find time to explore Redwood 
National Park, in northern Cali-
fornia, with her family. They opted 
to stay outside of the National 
Park, favoring instead Humboldt 
County’s Big Lagoon Camp-
ground, opposite to the scenic 
Harry A. Merlo State Recreation 
Area. Kati was impressed by the 
panoramic views of the lagoon, 
which she enjoyed each morning 
during breakfast. She tells us the 
choice to stay outside of the Na-
tional Park, “was worth it.”  

Top: Early morning mist rises off of Big 
Lagoon, Humboldt County, California. 
Center: German Fellow Kati Brueckner 
and daughter relax on the beach near to 
their campsite. 
Bottom: Brueckner’s daughter explores 
trails around Big Lagoon. 
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“Who Will Own the Forest? 5” A Huge Success! 

Fall marks not only the start 
of school… for staff at the 
World Forest Institute it 
also marks our annual tim-
berland investment summit, 
“Who Will Own the For-
est?” We are happy to an-
nounce that our fifth annual 
conference was, once again, 
a huge success! Despite the 
gloomy economy, it at-
tracted an incredible 420 
registrants! Sponsorship of 
the event continued to be 
strong, for which we are 
grateful. The summit re-
mains the largest single 
fundraising event for the 
World Forestry Center. 
 
Attendees for the opening 
reception and conference 
sessions involved a number 
of WFC directors, and 4 
WFI Fellowship alumni, 
whom we were happy to 
see again: Jes Munk Hansen 
(Denmark), Claudio Ortolan 
(Brazil), Mario Angel (Chile), 
and John Turland 
(Australia). 29 speakers, 
from 8 different countries 

presented, including WFC 
directors Dennis Neilson, 
and Bill Bradley. Attendees 
received continuing educa-
tion credits from the Ore-
gon State Bar, Oregon and 
Washington Departments of 
Licensure for Real Estate 
Appraisers, Certified Public 
Accountants, and the Soci-
ety of American Forestry. 
 
Our high turnout proves 
that timberland investment 
continues to be an area of 
commanding interest within 
a global economy. Investors 
around the world remain 

incredibly interested in forest-
land not only as a timber in-
vestment, but increasingly as a 
carbon investment as well. 
 
We were pleased to continue 
to attract diverse industry 
support, and thank our spon-
sors for their generosity: 
Brookfield Asset Management, 
Inc., The Campbell Group, 
Equator (The Timber Group), 
Fidelity National Title Insur-
ance, Fleury Malheiros, Forest 
Capital Partners, The Forest-
land Group, Forestweb, 
Global Forest Partners, Green 
Diamond Resource Company, 
GreenWood Resources, Han-
cock Timber Resource 
Group, the Harry A. Merlo 
Foundation, International For-
estry Consultants, John Han-
cock Bond and Corporate 
Finance Group, The Lyme 
Timber Company, Molpus 
Woodlands Group, Morris, 
Manning & Martin, Moss Ad-
ams, Northwest Farm Credit 
Services, Realty Marketing/
Northwest, Resource Man-
agement Service, Starker For-
ests, Stoel Rives, Sutherland 
Asbill & Brennan, Timberland 
Investment Resources, US 
Bank, and Verrill Dana. 
 
Proceedings for the confer-
ence are now available on a 
CD, in pdf format, for $150. 
Please email Sara Wu at 
swu@worldforestry.org to 

WFC Director, Bill Bradley, left, moderates a panel discussion in front of a 
packed house at our fifth annual, “Who Will Own the Forest?” summit. 

Fellows Milan Mataruga (left), Yu-jen Lin (center), and Shouxin Xie (right) greet 
conference attendees during the World Forest Institutes annual timberland invest-
ment conference. 

This October, WFI was happy to 
welcome Grace Chiu-Chen Yang, 
of the Taiwan Forestry Bureau, 
for a two-week visit. Grace is 
currently the Senior Technical 
Specialist within the Information 
Management Section, Forest Plan-
ning Division, of the Taiwan For-
estry Bureau. Her visit was part of 
a cooperative exchange between 
Taiwan and the USDA National 
Forest Service. During her visit 
Grace was able to network with 
forestry professionals in and 
around Portland, as well as take 
time to enjoy some of Oregon’s 
attractions with WFI fellows.  

Recent Events 

Top: WFI Director, Sara Wu (left), and 
Ms. Yang (right) explore the WFC Discov-
ery Museum.  
Center: WFI Program Manager, Chan-
dalin Bennett (center), WFI Congolese 
Fellow, Elikia Amani (right), and Ms. Yang 
(left) visit Mt. St. Helens.  
Bottom: WFI Fellows and Ms. Yang visit 
with faculty at Oregon State University. 


