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Harry Merlo wins Tree Farmer of the Year Award 

Send us your updates 

and photos for the 

next issue! 

The Oregon Tree Farm Sys-

tem holds its annual Tree 

Farmer of the Year awards 

ceremony at the World For-

estry Center each fall. Every 

year winners are picked from 

each county and then a State 

Tree Farmer of the Year is 

chosen. 

 

For 2010, Harry Merlo won 

the state award for his tree 

farm MC Ranch. He also won 

in the county category for Un-

ion County. Congratulations 

Harry! Harry acknowledged 

the award and recognition 

should be directed to his ranch 

staff, particularly ranch man-

ager Rex Christensen, for the 

care, upkeep and planning on 

the ranch. 

 

A video was shown highlight-

ing each  county winner. 

Video clips included shots of 

the properties and personal        

 interviews with the land own-

ers talking about their goals 

and vision for the land. The 

video was made in coopera-

tion with the Oregon Tree 

Farm System and USFS Pa-

cific Northwest Region and is  

available for viewing on the 

WFI website under the ‘About 

US’ tab. Check it out! http://

wfi.worldforestry.org/index/

a b o u t -u s / fo u n d e r -h a r r y -

merlo.html . 

Meijuan Luo participated in her 

first field trip to eastern Oregon 

just a week after arriving! 

WFI Welcomes New Fellow from China 
WFI welcomes the newest 

Fellow from China, Meijuan 

Luo. Meijuan arrived early 

December from Fuzhou City 

in the Fujian Province of 

Southeast China. 

 

Meijuan is from the Fujian 

Academy of Forestry where 

she works in coastal wetland 

ecology research. She is also 

concurrently enrolled in a 

PhD program at the Chinese 

Academy of Forestry focus-

ing on wetland ecology. She 

works with WFI alumnus 

Fanglin Tan. 

 

Meijuan comes to WFI to 

learn about mechanisms of 

payment for ecosystem ser-

vices, especially those that 

relate to forests and wet-

lands.  She hopes to under-

stand how these systems and 

motivations work in the U.S. 

in order to provide a refer-

ence for Fujian Province to 

develop similar mechanisms. 

Harry Merlo accepts the Tree Farmer of the 

Year Award and recognizes the hard work of his 

ranch staff for making his tree farm what it is 

today. 

From left: Sara Wu, Sue Baker, Vijay Kolinjivadi, 

Harry Merlo, Jagdish Poudel, and Ghazala Yasmeen 

all come together to celebrate Harry’s success at the 

awards ceremony. 








