
essential oils using native 

forest products and how 

that relates to sustainable 

forest management. Since 

Taiwan banned logging in 

the 1990’s, developing non-

timber forest values is an 

essential part to managing 

their forests. 

We also plan to welcome 

Fellows from Indonesia, 

Ghana, and Kenya this 

spring too. With such a di-

verse cadre of professionals 

coming into the program 

this season, we look for-

ward to learning about life 

in their neck of the woods 

as we explore and investi-

gate the natural resources 

here in the Pacific North-

west.   

Educational Programs 

@ 

World Forest Institute 

 
International Fellowship 

Program 

Learn More 

Sponsor a Fellow  

 

Registration is still open 

for the July 2014 event!  

International Educators  

Institute  

 

Save the dates for  

Who Will Own the  

Forest? 10  

Timberland Investment 
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September 16-18, 2014 
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Krystina is the recipient of 

the newly established Smith

-Bradley Award. This 

award funds one six-month 

Fellowship every year with 

revenue from our annual 

Who Will Own the Forest? 

timberland investment con-

ference. The award was 

named after the two people 

most instrumental in getting 

the conference series 

started, Rick Smith and Bill 

Bradley.   

We will also be welcoming  

a new Fellow from Taiwan 

in May, Ruo-yun “Zoe” 

Yeh. She is the manager of 

the Forest Products Chem-

istry Laboratory at the Tai-

wan Forestry Research In-

stitute in Taipei. Zoe will 

be at WFI for six months 

studying the production of 

New Fellows Arrive in Spring 

Spring heralds the arrival of 

new Fellows for 2014.  

We will be welcoming a 

new Fellow from Australia 

in May, Krystina Kny. 

Krystina works for VicFor-

ests, the state forestry 

agency for Victoria where 

she is the manager of op-

erational performance 

working within the Stake-

holder and Planning Divi-

sion. She will be at WFI 

looking at social acceptance 

issues of working native 

forests. VicForests is cur-

rently seeking FSC certifi-

cation for their forests and 

Krystina wants to better 

understand the social com-

ponent of FSC certified 

lands in the US to get a 

broader perspective for her 

job at home.   

The winter sun shines bright through the mixed-conifer forest in the western Columbia River Gorge, just 

outside of Portland. 

http://wfi.worldforestry.org/
http://wfi.worldforestry.org/index/international-fellowship.html
http://wfi.worldforestry.org/index/international-fellowship/international-educators-institute.html
http://wfi.worldforestry.org/index/international-fellowship/international-educators-institute.html
http://wwotf.worldforestry.org/wwotf10/
http://wwotf.worldforestry.org/wwotf10/
http://wfi.worldforestry.org
mailto:cbennett@worldforestry.org


an unbelievable honor. As 

part of the award, I spent a 

week in Alabama at the 

National PLT conference 

and a  week in Oregon as a 

member of the World For-

estry Center’s International 

Educators Institute (IEI), 

immersed in environmental 

literacy, connecting to for-

ests, and exploring learning 

and teaching with like-

minded people from around 

the world—a once-in-a-

lifetime experience. When I 

returned home after IEI, I 

found myself again wonder-

ing, “Now what? Where do 

I go from here?” 

 

I learned at IEI that it’s 

very important to spend 

time outdoors. I spent sev-

eral days in the  forests of 

Oregon and Washington. I 

hiked Larch Mountain, 

down 7 miles from 4,000 

feet,  discovering forest 

layers and diverse spe-

cies (and muscles I didn’t 

know I needed to use). I 

touched the ash in the 

soil that is still left from 

the eruption of Mount St. 

Helens in 1980. I learned 

how American Indians 

harvested the forests and 

ate salmon that had been 

hand-caught  and broiled 

over a fire pit. I met re-

searchers studying car-

bon sink in an old growth 

forest. I learned how sus-

tainable forest practices 

in the Pacific Northwest 

are very different from 

sustainable practices 

here in Connecticut. I 

kept hearing a bird song 

that sounded like a vari-
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2014 International Educators Institute 

Kicks Off in July Alumni Updates 

The deadline for applica-

tions to the 2014 Interna-

tional Educators Institute is 

upon us! March 1, 2014 is 

the last official day for tak-

ing applications, but we 

will continue to accept ap-

plications until the course is 

full. If you know of anyone 

who is interested, pass the 

word quickly because we 

are nearly full! 

Already, we have profes-

sionals arriving from seven 

different countries: India, 

Japan, Brazil, Denmark, 

Bangladesh, Mexico and 

Taiwan. The international 

WFI Fellows will also be 

participating along with the 

US contingent of out-

standing educators and 

other professionals from 

across the nation.  

IEI is an experience that 

can be enriching and often-

times life-changing for par-

ticipants.  One participant 

from last year, Lynn Ko-

chiss, a grade school 

teacher in Connecticut, 

wrote an article about her 

experience for a regional 

magazine, Connecticut 

Woodlands.  

Copied below is an excerpt 

from that article which 

fully captures her experi-

ence at IEI and also her 

perspective on how a pro-

fessional development 

course can lead to meaning-

ful personal development 

too. 

“I was named one of five 

National PLT Outstanding 

Educators for 2013. What 

A few of our 2013 alumni have 

reported back some exciting 

news since they retruned home 

last year. 

 

Xiaoqiong Liang from China 

started a new job in SE China 

at the Center for China-Africa 

Agriculture and Forestry Re-

search at Zhejiang Agriculture 

and Forestry University 

(CAFoR). She is working in 

communications, helping to 

develop relationships between 

the two countries.  

Lynn Kochiss (center), along with other 

2013 IEI participants, Cameron Sutton 

(left) and Susan Cox (right).  

Xiaoqiong Liang (far right) with her 

new colleagues at CAFoR in Zheji-

ang, China. 

Li-Wan with her new PhD diploma 

from National Taiwan University.  

ant of a wood thrush call 

and found someone who 

could teach me that it was a 

Swainson’s thrush. I ex-

perienced firsthand how 

one hike can start a conver-

sation that can last for 

days, developing team 

bonds among people from 

diverse backgrounds and 

friendships that can con-

tinue even after the experi-

ence is over. I discovered I 

need to find ways to do it 

again.” 

  

We thank Lynn for her 

thoughtful retrospective on 

IEI. You can read the entire 

article in the Connecticut 

Woodlands, Winter 2014 

issue published by the Con-

necticut Forest & Park As-

sociation in Rockfall, CT. 

Our other 2013 alumni news is 

from Li-Wan Chang of Tai-

wan, who finished her disserta-

tion and received her PhD just 

months after returning home. 

Congratulations Li-Wan! She 

continues her work with the 

Taiwan Forestry Research Or-

ganization  in Taipei. 



 

Page 3 

WFC Tree Farm Manager Receives  

Education Award 
 

Recent Events 

WFI’s Senior Fellow Rick 

Zenn spent an evening at 

Laurelhurst Elementary School 

in NE Portland for their 

International Night in January.  

 

“One of my former students, 

Kristina Knight, now a parent 

at the school, invited me. 

I created a new game (with my 

granddaughter Georgia) to 

match flags with "Top Ten 

Forested Countries" using our 

big Forests of the World map 

and activity in the Forest of the 

World book,” Rick explained. 

Rick works with Project 

Learning Tree - Forests of the 

World curriculum which helps 

to educate kids about the 

environment. Rick commented 

that the excitement level that 

night was high, saying “These 

kids were all over it since we 

were following their school 

geography bee.”   

Bill Wood, the manager 

of the World Forestry 

C e n t e r ’ s  M a g n e s s 

Memorial Tree Farm, is 

the 2014 recipient of the 

Mary Rellergert Forestry 

Education Award.  

This award is named in 

honor of Mary Rellergert, 

who was a tireless 

advocate for forestry 

education with both the 

Oregon Department of 

Forestry and the Oregon 

N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s 

Education Program of 

Oregon State University.  

The award is designed to 

recognize significant 

contributions to the 

advancement of public 

information, education 

and understanding of 

forestry.  

Bill received this award 

because of his dedication 

and commitment to 

forestry education through 

his work at Magness. He 

has been tireless in 

hosting school groups, 

p u b l i c  t o u r s  a n d 

community groups at 

Magness, teaching about 

forestry and natural 

resource management. 

Bill has been instrumental 

in forging relationships 

with volunteer service 

groups to accomplish 

work on the tree farm and 

managing it sustainably 

for future generations. Bill 

also works with local 

landowners to help them 

better manage their own 

tree farms.  

Bill will be honored with 

this award at a ceremony 

during the Oregon Board of 

Forestry meeting on March 

5, 2014 at the Oregon 

Department of Forestry in 

Salem. We are all very 

proud of  Bi l l  and 

congratulate him on his 

achievements.  

Kids at Laurelhurst School playing 

games to learn about geography 

and forestry. 

Bill Wood wears many hats as the manager of Magness Tree Farm. 

Bill has several times hosted a group of the WFI  international re-

search Fellows at the tree farm (center). And, of course, he is at his 

best when teaching children and teenagers about the forest. Bottom 

photo courtesy of Steve Hambuchen. 
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timberland from vertically 

integrated firms to institu-

tional investors; where we 

think timberland values are 

headed; how the markets 

for wood impact forest val-

ues; the concerns that in-

vestors have regarding this 

asset class and the cost/

benefit of investing in it; 

and where the next genera-

tion of forestland managers 

will emerge.   

 

Speakers will include repre-

sentatives from the TIMO, 

wood products, investment, 

appraisal, legal and conser-

vation communities, includ-

ing: 

 

Allstate  

Boise Cascade  

Ferguson Wellman 

Forecon 

Forest Capital Partners 

Forest Economic     

Advisors 

Forest Landowners   

Association  

FORISK 

Jaakko Pöyry Australia 

Mercer Canada  

New Forests 

Oregon Forest          

Industries Council 

  

TITLE SPONSORS 

 

Northwest Farm Credit  

Services 

 

Timberland Investment  

Resources 
  

CORPORATE SPONSORS 

 

Brookfield 

The Campbell Group 

Forest Economic Advisors 

Harry A. Merlo Foundation 

Forest Investment Associates 

Jeffrey M. Siegrist & Company 

MetLife Timberland Finance 

Group 

Miller Nash 

Moss Adams 

PÖYRY Australia 

Prudential - Timberland Capital 

Group 

Stoel Rives 

Sutherland Asbill & Brennan 

Timber Mart-South  

University of Georgia – Center 

for Forest Business 

 

We wish to 

Thank our  

WWOTF10 

Conference  

Sponsors 

Oregon Forest         

Resources Institute 

Resource Management 

Service  

Sizemore and Sizemore 

Stoel Rives 

TerraSource Valuation 

Timberland Appraisal    

Timberland Investment 

Resources  

US Bank 

Washington State    

Investment Board 

Wood Resources     

International 

 

For those who are looking 

for more product-specific 

market outlooks, they 

should consider arriving a 

few hours earlier on Sep-

tember 16, and attending 

the 4th Annual Forest 

Products Forum, jointly 

organized by Forest Eco-

nomic Advisors and the 

World Forest Institute.  

This 1-day event culmi-

nates in a joint reception 

with the WWOTF audience 

at our WFC Museum.   

 

Registration is open, and 

please note that last year we 

had to close early due to 

capacity limitations.   

 

Planning for the 10th 

Who Will Own the For-

est? September 16-18, 

2014 conference on for-

estland investing is well 

under way, featuring 

speakers on topics rang-

ing from the markets for 

wood and timberland, to 

regulatory concerns, in-

vestor issues, and invest-

ing in regions outside of 

the U.S.   

 

When we organized our 

first WWOTF conference 

back in 2003, we had 

about 250 attendees, 

mostly from within the 

timber investment man-

agement organization 

community (TIMOs).  

Today, attendance is 

capped at over 400 and 

the program covers over-

seas as well as domestic 

investments, and what 

was once a boutique asset 

has become much more 

commonplace amongst 

alternative asset portfolios 

held by institutional in-

vestors.  As we celebrate 

our tenth year in this con-

ference series, we will be 

examining the drivers of 

past and future shifts in 

Registration Open for Annual Timberland  

Investment Conference 
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