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Fellows spent four days in 
beautiful Florence, Oregon, 
attending the Oregon Small 
Woodlands Association 
(OSWA) annual meeting. 
The meeting was a gathering 
of family forestland owners 
and included a clam dig, 
Tree School, banquet, and 
family forest tour. Florence 
is known for lush forests, 
lakes, sand dunes, the 
Siuslaw River, and the Pacific 
Ocean and the group spent 
time exploring all of these 
natural features. 
 
The clam dig and chowder 
feed was certainly a highlight 
for Fellows, all of whom had 
never experienced Flor-
ence’s version of hunting 
and gathering. The Barnes 
family hosted the event, and 
it was a pleasure to work 
with Mike Barnes, who was 
a long time World Forestry 

Family Forestland Owners Welcome Fellows to Florence 

Center employee and cur-
rently is the president of 
OSWA. Mike, his two 
brothers, and their wives 
ferried Fellows on boats 
through the Siuslaw River 
and taught Fellows how to 
find and dig mud clams, 
clean them, and then cook 
them into tasty chowder, 
fritters, and fried clams. 
 
The annual meeting included 
Tree School, a series of 
presentations and field tours 
on a wide variety of topics 
ranging from horse logging 
to conservation easements. 
Tree School is one of many 
forestry extension activities 
that addresses the needs of 
forest owners. 
 
The final day involved a tour 
at the Ellingson Family Farm 
in Mapleton. The Ellingsons 
welcomed discussions on 

forest management issues, 
including passing property 
down to the next generation. 
 
Visiting with family forestland 
owners left Fellows under-
standing that their manage-
ment philosophies are as di-
verse as the owners them-
selves, yet they are all pas-
sionate in caring for their for-
est lands. 
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Family forest owners like Sara Leiman (in orange) helped Fellows learn a Florence tradition—digging for eastern mud 
clams along the Siuslaw river. Linsen Zhao (right) looks quite pleased with his bountiful harvest! 

Marianne Camargo showed off her 
chainsaw skills at Tree School. 
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WFI Bids Farewell to Linsen, Mari, and Namgon 
June brings the departure of 
three Fellows from WFI. 
Linsen Zhao of China and 
Namgon Kwag of Korea 
completed six months at 
WFI and Mariane Bueno de 
Camargo of Brazil finished a 
one year program. 
 
Dr. Linsen Zhao returned to 
work at Southwest Forestry 
College in Kunming, China. 
He is a professor teaching 
urban forestry, and also 
works with international 
exchange at his college. In 
both China and the US 
there is growing interest in 
encouraging an urban for-
estry ethic in order to moti-
vate and involve residents in 
the improvement of urban 
ecosystems, but the ap-
proaches are quite different 
between the two countries. 
The US has many voluntary, 
participatory programs and 
Linsen explored how these 
programs run. 
 
Namgon Kwag took a break 
from his job on the Manage-
ment Support Team for 
Eagon Living Co. Ltd., a 
wood flooring subsidiary, to 
seek new opportunities for 
his company. Namgon 

searched high and low for 
new products to introduce 
to the Korean market, but 
found his task more difficult 
that he had imagined. In-
stead of bringing home new 
products, he determined 
that it would be best to 
work more directly with 
customers in identifying 
what their needs are, and 
will focus on this upon his 
return. He learned much 
about how Americans con-
duct business, in addition to 
how forestry activities are 
run in the Pacific North-
west. He was lucky enough 
to be accompanied by his 
wife and two children and 
greatly enjoyed exploring 
national forests and parks in 
the US. In Korea, it is the 
norm to work very long 
hours and his time in Port-
land will be remembered as 
a special family time. 
 
Mariane Bueno de Camargo 
arrived at WFI as a boots-
on inventory forester, with 
most of her experience be-
ing in the field. Her project 
focused on market trends 
for softwood moulding and 
plywood exports from Bra-
zil to the US, who is the 

Recent Events 

Managers at Silver Falls State Park dis-
cussed visitor management issues with 
WFI. Spring rain meant beautiful falls. 

Jeld-Wen’s Bend Window Division hosted 
Fellows for an excellent tour of their 
window and door manufacturing facilities 
and moulding mill.  

Fellows toured the Columbia Gorge Na-
tional Scenic Area for a peek at spring 
wildflowers and rushing waterfalls.  

The City of Portland hosted its annual  
Arbor Day celebration at Hoyt Arboretum. 

world’s largest wood im-
porter. She greatly increased 
her knowledge of forest prod-
ucts economics, opening her 
eyes to how business in for-
estry is conducted. “I im-
proved not only my English 
skills,” said Mari, “but also my 
business skills, forestry knowl-
edge, and global world view.”   
 
WFI certainly will miss Mari, 
Namgon, and Linsen, and we 
wish them the best on their 
journeys back to their families 
and work. Forestry is a very 
small world, and we are cer-
tain to see them again! 

Mariane (center) lived with Steve 
and Diane Brice during her Fellow-
ship. Ten years ago Mariane’s older 
sister was a high school exchange 
student in Portland and she also 
lived with the Brices, who are now a 
second family to the Camargos.  

Left: Namgon Kwag with his wife Eunkyoung and sons Donghyun and Dongjun at the Woodburn Tulip Festival.  
Right: Linsen Zhao (center) participating in a Friends of Tree neighborhood planting. Namgon and Linsen’s six month 
Fellowships occurred over Portland’s rainy season, but despite the weather they made the most of their time traveling 
to visit with forestry professionals throughout the Pacific Northwest. 
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Deepak at the Statue of Liberty and the United Nations in New York. Dee-
pak says he “was touched by the radiance of each of the cities I visited as 
they were not based on a grand design or master plan but individual spirit of 
freedom and identity that defines the United States.” 

Nepalese Fellow Lectures on West and East Coast 
In a whirlwind tour, Dee-
pak Tamang spent three 
weeks on the road giving 
lectures in southern Ore-
gon, New York, and 
Washington DC.  In 
southern Oregon Deepak 
was hosted by  local 
teacher Matt Todd whom 
he met during a Project 
Learning Tree workshop. 
Matt invited Deepak to 
stay with his family, where 
they exchanged cooking 
lessons and culture. Dee-
pak visited Ashland and 
presented at Southern 
Oregon University, and he 
greatly enjoyed the city 
parks which feature syca-
more, gingko, and monkey 
puzzle trees. Oregon 
Caves and Crater Lake 
were also highlights along-
side visits to BLM, OSU 
Extension, and Forest 
Capital Partners. 
 
An overnight flight later, 
Deepak landed in New 
York to speak at the 
Ruben Museum of Art, 
which is dedicated to art 
of the Himalayas, and New 
Schools University. He 
was interviewed on the air 
by a local radio station, 
and also visited with the 
United Nations. Deepak 
stayed in the Bronx, 
Queens and New Jersey 
meeting friends and at-
tending several meetings 
on the welfare and rights 
of Indigenous People. “I 
missed my twin tower 
visits which I use to 
scramble up to the 100th 
floor and watch the night-
light of New York in each 
of my prior visits,” said 
Deepak. “The ground zero 
was still the ground zero. 
It made me think about 
the anomalies of our mod-
ern times, war, peace, 
pride and prejudices.” 

Deepak (center) with the American Nepal Society in Washington DC. 

Moving on to Washington 
DC area, Deepak gave a talk 
at a joint session of the 
America Nepal Society and 
the Tamang Society of 
Greater DC. He visited with 
USDA Forest Service, and 
toured the Smithsonian, 
Potomac River, and many 
historical monuments. “I am 
always struck by the unity in 
diversity of peoples, cul-
tures, subcultures and socie-
ties -  including the great 
diversity in economic classes 
in both the East and West 
coasts,” said Deepak, “yet 
all are one American peo-
ple.” 

Hemlock and Poplar Tree 
Farms Line the Columbia 

Mariane and Deepak watch harvesting 
and loading at Hancock in Cathlamet. 

As the Columbia River heads 
toward the Pacific, forests grow 
on both sides of the river that 
couldn’t be more different. On 
the Washington side, Fellows 
visited Hancock Timber Resource 
Group, and a ferry ride across 
the river they visited with Green-
Wood Resources. 
 
Hancock’s Cathlamet Tree Farm 
sits in the coast range and its 
foothills, and is dominated by 
western hemlock, followed by 
douglas-fir. A timberland invest-
ment management organization, 
Hancock produces logs on about 
a 45 year rotation. Managers 
toured Fellows around harvesting 
operations, stream improvement 
projects, and thinned stands.  
 
GreenWood Resources special-
izes in hybrid poplar breeding and 
growing poplars for sawn wood 
products. In contrast to hemlock, 
poplar is grown as a farm crop 
using mechanized equipment on 
flat floodplains along the Colum-
bia river. The farm is receiving 
FSC certification, and is experi-
menting with some unique man-
agement techniques, such as using 
goat grazing for weed control 
instead of traditional chemicals. In 
addition to management services, 
the company also sells genetic 
materials around the world. 

Deepak has traveled through-
out the world, and when 
asked what his impressions 
were of this trip, he had much 
to say. “The east coast with 
all its glitter and gaudiness 
was hectic and a place where 
dreams were made and prom-
ises either kept or broken,”  
he said. “The Pacific North-
west is a place where I could 
die and find my sprit in peace 
with the divine. The East was 
full of human edifices...the 
West was still nature’s edi-
fices – a place where I find 
comfort and solace as a hope-
less nature romantic.” 
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Alumnus Dr. Yanping Zhang and Dr. 
Gary Hartshorn in Kunming, Yunnan.   

Meeting New Friends and Old in China 

the US. A week earlier, 
Gary also visited Yunnan 
province, during a week-
long tour of tropical for-
ests hosted by WFI alumnus 
Dr. Yanping Zhang. Gary 
also gave a tropical forestry 
presentation at Dr. Zhang’s 
Research Institute of Re-
source Insects in Kunming.  
 
Interest in cooperating on 
future educational program-
ming was high from all the 
Chinese agencies they met 
with. Land tenure reform 
was on everyone’s minds, as 
was the need to speed the 
transition to a market econ-
omy. Major challenges in-
clude developing standards 
and criteria to value forest-
land, non-transferability of 
land assets, lack of foreign 
direct investment rules, and 
a general perception of for-
estland as an unprofitable 
investment. The Chinese 
forestry groups expressed 
an interest in learning more 
about sustainable forestry, 
and forest economics 
through greater exchanges. 
They welcomed the idea of 
holding a conference in 
China that would involve 
both foreign and domestic 

In early May, WFC Presi-
dent Dr. Gary Hartshorn 
and WFI Director Sara 
Wu were invited to Beijing, 
China by the Chinese Soci-
ety of Forestry. They spent 
a week in Beijing meeting 
with a wide variety of for-
estry groups to learn about 
China’s land tenure reforms 
and to discuss the potential 
of organizing a conference in 
China in 2009 on forestry 
i n ve s tment .  Guangyu 
“Jason” Wang, a WFI alum-
nus, organized the trip, and 
the visit ended on a high 
note with an alumni dinner. 
 
Gary and Sara met with 
members of the Chinese 
Society of Forestry, Chinese 
Academy of Forestry, State 
Forestry Administration, 
Beijing Forestry University, 
China National Forestry 
Economics and Develop-
ment Research Center, 
China Wood International, 
China Development Bank 
and the Agricultural Devel-
opment Bank of China. Gary 
gave presentations on the 
broad educational mission of 
the World Forestry Center, 
and Sara gave presentations 
on forestland investment in 

WFI alums Jialu Xie, Xiaoli Wang, and 
Sara Wu at the Forbidden Palace. 

experts to discuss issues re-
lated to forest investment, 
both in land assets and in en-
terprises. 
 
The Alumni dinner was a high-
light of the trip. Many toasts 
were had amongst old friends, 
but a special one was held for 
Mr. Weidong Li, WFI’s first 
China Fellow in 1995, who 
had hosted dinner for Sara 
when she was last in Beijing, 
but who since passed away 
much too young. Many of the 
WFI alumni commented on 
how much they valued their 
WFI experience, how it had 
changed their lives, and how 
this was a chance for many to 
meet each other for the first 
time. Indeed, during the trip 
we were informed that 
Xiaoli’s division chief had ap-
proved yet another SFA Fel-
low to WFI later this year. 
 
Many people were involved in 
organizing this trip to China, 
and hosting dinners and 
speaking engagements. Special 
thanks go to Mr. Wang, Mr. 
Miao, Mr. Dai Shuanyou, Mr. 
Shen and his Chinese Society 
of Forestry staff, especially 
Ms. Feng and Ms. Shangguan, 
and Ms. Xiaoli Wang. 

From left, attending the Alumni dinner were Guangping Miao from State Forestry Administration; Fanglin Tan; Jason 
Guanyu Wang; Ms. Lanhui Zhao of Beijing Forestry University, who will join WFI this summer; Jialu Xie; Xiaoli Wang; 
Gary Hartshorn; Sara Wu; Zengwang Ma; and Caiyun Feng, one of the hosts from the Society of Forestry.  

Sara Wu and alumnus Zengwang Ma. 
Ma recently began working on his Ph.D. 

WFI alumnus Fanglin Tan traveled the 
furthest to join the Alumni dinner, all the 
way from Fujian province. 


