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AT TOP:
Curt F. Setzer (1-1), Harry A. Merlo (12-201), Donald M. Stevenson (1-170)  
BOTTOM: 
Lynn W. Day (11-1), Harold A. Miller (10-11), Ernest G. Swigert (12-1) 

Evergreen
AN UPDATE FOR FRIENDS OF THE WORLD FORESTRY CENTER 

LEADERSHIP HALL SPOTLIGHT

Gala to Honor Forestry 
Leadership Hall Inductees
In 2016 the World Forestry Center celebrated its 50th 
Anniversary. The human element underlying our many 
achievements has come from the dedicated leadership 
of 210 distinguished men and women, both living and 
deceased. These are the luminaries of the World Forestry 
Center’s Leadership Hall.      

On Saturday, April 8, we will be holding a special Gala to honor the 
Leadership Hall Inductees. At this time, they will be given the public 
recognition they so richly deserve for their enormous contributions. 

Proceeds from the Gala will be used to support the 
vitally important work of the World Forestry Center 
and the World Forest Institute International 
Fellowship Program, extending the legacy of our 
Leadership Hall Inductees to a global level. We’re 
planning a grand evening of exciting entertainment 
and spectacular cuisine. If you have any questions, 
contact Wendy Mitchell, Development Director, 
at 503-488-2111 or wmitchell@worldforestry.org. 
We hope you will join us for this special Gala and 
celebrate the work of these inspiring individuals. 
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Forests ~ Water ~ Health Synopsis  
What is the surprising connection between forests, water, and 
human health? That is the question we posed to our audience 
and a panel of experts at a recent event. 

In December, nearly 90 professionals from the healthcare, natural resources, 
nonprofit, and water management sectors attended the World Forestry Center 
and Carpe Diem West’s Forests – Water – Health luncheon to learn about the 
connections of forests, water, and health.

“There are so many different places where forests intersect—with human health, 
water security, access to energy, reducing inequality—it makes the World Forestry 
Center an interesting place to be, hosting these types of gatherings,” said Eric Vines, 
executive director of the World Forestry Center, in his welcoming remarks.

Todd Gartner, senior associate at the World Resources Institute, advised that: 
“We need to move beyond the qualitative arguments of how important these 
connections are and be able to quantify and monitor what the successes are.”

Howard Frumkin, a professor at the University of Washington’s School of Public 
Health, emphasized working across silos and pursuing relationships with multiple 
sectors, even unusual groups, such as law enforcement and K-12 educators, who 
usually aren’t included in these type of discussions. “If we had a medication that 
helps as much as nature contact at as low of cost, and with as few side effects,  
we would not be sitting here, we would be buying stock. We have this incredible 
tool in nature contact,” Frumkin remarked.

For Bobby Cochran, executive director of the Willamette Partnership, seeing all 
the work undertaken in the Pacific Northwest stated, “to me, my hope is we can 
make Oregon and Washington a national center looking at [these connections],” 
he said. “We already have the leadership.”

continued on back

NOTEABLE & NEWSWORTHY

Todd Gartner,  M.F. 
Senior Associate  

World Resources Institute

Howard Frumkin, M.D., Dr.P.H. 
Professor  

UW School of Public Health

Bobby Cochran, Ph.D., M.A.
Executive Director 

Willamette Partnership
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 FROM THE 

Executive Director  

›  In September, the World Forestry Center Board of Directors voted to 

signifi cantly reduce its size from 40 to 13 to simplify governance. We are 

fortunate that so many of our long-standing board members will remain 

connected as advisory council members. Many thanks to our board and 

advisory council for their hard work and dedication in making the World 

Forestry Center into the global entity it is today. We look forward 

to their partnership in shaping the next 50 years!

›  David Hampton played a signifi cant role in the board’s transformation 

during his two years as Board Chair. His leadership in presiding over our 

50th anniversary celebrations and developing a new business plan for the 

organization are major accomplishments that will position us well into 

the future. On December 21, welcoming Jennifer Allen as the new Board 

Chair, David declared enthusiasm for the organization’s future and high 

expectations for what the new board will accomplish. 

›  After Harry Merlo’s passing, we launched the International Fellowship 

endowment campaign to raise $2.8 million. Donations have been coming 

in to support the program, but we have more work to do. This is the fi rst 

effort to build our endowment since 2005 and we need your help to make 

this happen. To help support this effort, please visit the Merlo Challenge 

on the homepage of our website: worldforestry.org.

Eric Vines
Executive Director
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Eric Vines 
Executive Director  
evines@worldforestry.org 
503.488.2119

Wendy Mitchell 
Development Director 
wmitchell@worldforestry.org 
503.488.2111

Amber Morrison 
Development Manager  
amorrison@worldforestry.org 
503.488.2122

Reade Weber 
Grants Manager  
rweber@worldforestry.org 
503.488.2107

Contact us  

For many attendees, the luncheon 
served as a launching point for 
discussing the connections between 
forests, water, and health.

“I’ve been managing forests and 
forestlands, millions of acres, for 
decades and decades, and frankly, 
today was the first time I heard 
much, if anything about the public 
health benefits of forestry and the 
scientific evidence that was talked 
about here today,” John Wilkinson, 
retired vice-president at Jeld-Wen 
Industries commented.

“I had really high expectations 
[coming to this event],” Cochran 

shared. “Looking at philanthropy, 
healthcare, forestry—that’s what  
we need to move this conversation 
forward…and the role of the World 
Forestry Center is important in 
conveying this.”

Presenting Sponsor was the Irwin 
Foundation in honor of Forestry 
Leadership Hall Inductee Howard 
Wallace Irwin. Additional sponsors 
were the Kelley Family Foundation, 
Oregon Zoo, PacificSource Medicare, 
Portland Parks and Recreation, 
Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt,  
and World Forestry Center Board 
Member John Wilkinson. 

Forest ~ Water ~ Health Synopsis, continued
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