One of the most important American and Northwestern
foresters in the twentieth century, William D. “Bill” Hagenstein was a key advocate for sound national and regional
forestry policies that protected forests and ensured their
continuing productivity. In addition to participating in the
creation of the nationwide Tree Farm Program and pioneering other sustainable forestry practices, Bill provided expert
testimony to the Oregon and Washington legislatures and
the Congress for more than 30 years.
A fourth generation Northwesterner, Bill was born in
Seattle on March 8, 1915. When Bill was eleven, his father,
Charles William Hagenstein, passed away and his upbringing was left to his mother, Janet May Hagenstein (née Finigan). Bill began working in the woods at age 12. Already
six feet tall and 170 pounds, Bill was able to pass for 18, the
minimum age required for logging by state law. Throughout his teens, Bill worked every summer in logging camps
and by the time he was 19 he held his first foreman’s job.
As the Great Depression set in, Bill traveled the country
on freight cars between jobs in logging camps. In the early
1930s, he worked on several major forest fires in Idaho. These
experiences educated him about the devastation that forest
fires can cause without efforts to prevent and control them.
In the fall of 1934, Bill returned to his mother’s house in
Seattle after spending the summer on the disastrous Pete
King fire on Idaho’s Selway National Forest. He had been
out of high school for four years and his mother encouraged him to enroll in the University of Washington, just
four miles away from where he was born. At enrollment, a
woman at the registrar’s office rattled off an alphabetical list
of possible majors. When she got to “f” Bill stopped her and
selected Forestry.
Bill received his Bachelor of Science in Forestry in 1938.
He had spent the summers working for the U. S. Forest Service and the Seattle Water Department. That year forestry
employment was hard to come by, but Bill worked several
jobs. First he was a fire warden for the City of Seattle on
its Cedar River Watershed. Then he worked as a forest entomologist for the U. S. Bureau of Entomology and Plant
Quarantine in northern California. Bill spent 1939 as a logging superintendent and engineer for the Eagle Logging
Company in Skagit County, Washington. In 1940 he spent a
few months as a foreman in a CCC Camp on the Snoqualmie National Forest.
Spurred by his desire to see another part of the country—especially another major timber-producing area—
Bill enrolled as a scholarship student in Duke University’s
School of Forestry, from which he received the Master of
Forestry degree in 1941. The West Coast Lumbermen’s Association (WCLA) immediately employed him as Forester for
Western Washington.
On January 20, 1942, Bill participated in the historic
founding of our nation’s Tree Farm Program. Thirteen men,
including prominent Northwest lumbermen and foresters,
met in the old Portland Hotel and certified the country’s
first tree farms. Bill was secretary of the meeting and signed

its minutes. Tree farms were certified when their owners
pledged to dedicate their lands permanently to growing,
protecting, and harvesting trees for permanent production. Bill considered his part in this program, which quickly
spread throughout the United States, to be one of the
crowning achievements of his life.
Col. William B. Greeley, then Secretary-Manager of
WCLA, and former Chief of the U.S. Forest Service, was also
present at the founding of the Tree Farm System. Colonel
Greeley was Bill’s closest professional colleague and mentor
for fifteen years.
In 1943, World War II took Bill to the South and Central
Pacific. He served as Chief Engineer of military lumbering
in those theatres of war. Though often overlooked, timber
was critical to the war effort. Lumber was needed for tent
framing and decking, docks and wharves, bridges, hospitals, and dunnage for loading supply ships. In 1945, as the
war was winding down, Bill was sent to Costa Rica to help
establish a cinchona (quinine) plantation to grow the bark
needed for producing the drug used to treat malaria.
After the war, Bill returned to WCLA, which moved its
headquarters in 1946 from Seattle to Portland. In 1947, after
a change in Washington law, Bill qualified as a Professional
Engineer in Logging Engineering. Upon his move to Oregon he was similarly licensed in that state. Bill became the
organization’s Chief Forester in 1948. In 1949 WCLA created a new organization that focused entirely on forestry and
called it the Industrial Forestry Association (IFA). Bill was
named manager and later, when the organization officially
incorporated, was elected Executive Vice President. Bill held
that position until his retirement in 1980.
At the peak of IFA’s history, Bill had approximately 300
people working with him, including a professional forestry
staff of 20. IFA’s mission was to develop a permanent timber
supply in the Douglas Fir Region as basic support for the
Northwest economy. In addition to certifying tree farms in
the Douglas Fir Region, IFA operated four nonprofit nurseries, which grew trees for member companies. By 1980 the
IFA nurseries had grown 500 million trees, which reforested
one million acres on tree farms in western Washington and
Oregon. In 1954 IFA started the first regional program of
tree improvement to apply the principles of genetics to the
growing of timber. This is now standard practice by industry and government.
Among IFA’s most important tasks was professional
expression of the needs of forestry to the public and every
level of government. Over a 35-year period, Bill provided
expert testimony to agencies and Congress on about 250 occasions. One of IFA’s strengths was its credibility on all aspects of Northwest forestry. Eventually, Bill and IFA became
the principal national voice for the Douglas Fir industry.
Bill joined the Society of American Foresters in 1938 and
served this professional society in many ways, including
seven years as associate editor of the Journal of Forestry, ten
years on its Governing Council, and four years as President
from 1966 to 1969. He was elected a Fellow in 1963 and was
awarded the Society’s Gifford Pinchot medal in 1987.

Bill served as a regional leader in times of crisis. As
Chairman of the Timber Disaster Committee of the Northwest Forest Pest Action Council, he led the salvage efforts
to clean up the mess created by the Columbus Day Storm
of 1962 that blew down 17 billion board feet of timber in
five hours. This effort greatly minimized the proliferation
of pests and forest fires that could have seriously damaged
the region’s economy.
Bill was active in the forest fire prevention campaigns
of the Keep Washington Green and Keep Oregon Green
Associations from their inception in the early 1940s. He
served the Washington association as an Advisory Trustee
from 1957 to 1995 and the Oregon association as Trustee
from 1957 on and as President in 1972-73.
Bill has written more than 500 published pieces in a
variety of media. He is co-author with Wackerman and
Mitchell of the textbook, Harvesting Timber Crops, widely
used by forestry schools throughout the world. He delivered a speech every 10 working days for 35 years. In addition to appearing before professional and civic groups, Bill
delivered lectures at universities in California, North Carolina, Missouri, Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia.
Bill was a member of numerous professional associations
and received many awards and honors.
From a Portland hilltop, Bill witnessed the burning of
the city’s magnificent Forestry Building in 1964, a massive
wood structure that had been a cornerstone of the Lewis &
Clark Centennial Exposition of 1905. In response to the absence left by this fire, Mayor Terry Schrunk appointed Bill
and ten others as founders and builders of the Western
Forestry Center, now the World Forestry Center.
Bill’s varied career brought him in touch with many
forestry luminaries. In 1940, when he was attending his
first annual meeting of the Society of American Foresters
in Washington, D.C., Bill met and had lunch with Gifford
Pinchot, America’s first forester and one of seven founders
of the Society in 1900. Bill met five of the other founders at
subsequent annual meetings.
Bill was retired from IFA in 1980. With no interest in
retirement, he incorporated W. D. Hagenstein and Associates and has continued to work as a consulting forester ever
since.
For more than 70 years, Bill made the woods his profession and his passion. He once said that dendrology—the
study of trees—was his hobby. Bill was also a devoted husband. His wife of nearly 40 years, Ruth Helen Hagenstein
(née Johnson) passed away in 1979. Bill married Jean Kraemer Edson in 1980. She passed away in 2000.
Bill devoted both his professional and personal life
to promoting forestry as the foundation of the Northwest
economy because of the unique renewability of trees. He
always emphasized that we must take good care of our
forests and, in doing so, they will take good care of us. For
Bill Hagenstein this responsibility meant cherishing our
forests by using their bounty wisely and renewing them
promptly by the practice of forestry.

