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Evergreen
AN UPDATE for frIENDS of thE WorlD ForEsTry CENTEr 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

SEPTEMBER 2018

The Power of People
The World Forestry Center’s community is our greatest asset.  

The World Forestry Center has long recognized the 
central role of people in shaping a sustainable 
forestry future. Better science or more efficient 
technology without the right people to champion 
them seldom results in progress. It requires leaders 
who recognize opportunity, forge a path forward 
and cultivate widespread adoption and acceptance. 

This issue of Evergreen is a perfect example. The 
success of these Leadership Hall inductees is not 

only attributed to innovative actions or harnessing industry trends, but also 
their ability to engage, motivate and build trust with others. Similarly, our 
World Forest Institute seeks to create and inspire international forestry leaders 
by not just the exchange of information, but also by building relationships 
through in-depth tours with local industry leaders. And, finally, managing 
the era of megafires will likely depend on innovative leaders who reach across 
political, economic and social divides to generate comprehensive solutions. 

As I step into my leadership role as executive director, one of my priorities 
over the next few months will be reaching out and listening to the people of 
the World Forestry Center—you, and the community that you have created, 
are our greatest asset in achieving our mission. I look forward to our discussions. 

Thank you for your ongoing support.  

Joseph A. Furia
Executive Director,  
World Forestry Center

in memoriam  
World Forestry Center
board members 

Darrell H. Schroeder  
(1923–2018)
Board Member 
1981–1994
Honorary Director 
1995–2018

Thomas L. Maness   
(1955–2018)
Board Member 
2012–2016
Advisory Council 
2016–2018

Shuji Hirata  
(1925–2018)

leadership hall 
inductee 
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If you would like to make a donation in honor of Thorry Gunnersen or Bob Wertheimer, or if you are interested in having a memorial prepared 
to honor someone (living or deceased) who has made a significant contribution to forestry or the forest products industry, please contact: 

Wendy Mitchell, Development and Community Relations Director 
phone: 503-488-2111 email: wmitchell@worldforestry.org   

Merrit Thompson, Development and Community Relations Manager 
phone: 503-488-2122 email: mthompson@worldforestry.org

LEaDERsHIp HaLL spOTLIGHT

2018 Inductee Announcement
We are pleased to announce the formal Induction  
of Thorold “Thorry” H. Gunnersen (1940-2018) into 
the Forestry leadership Hall. 

Thorold H. Gunnersen  was Managing 
Director of Gunnersen and a Director 
at several affiliated forestry companies, 
and widely known for his tireless 
championing of timber and the forestry 
sector. Thorry was an especially strong 
proponent of research and development 
to improve wood technology. He enjoyed 
many key positions within the industry, 
among them chairman and founding 
director of the National Association of 
Forest Industries (NAFI); chairman  
of the Cooperative Research Centre for 
Innovative Wood Manufacturing; and 
chairman of the Forest and Wood 
Products and Research Development 
Council. Through his extensive network 
and charisma, Thorry was able to bring 
together a diverse range of professionals 
in research, business, education, and 
politics to advance the public interest in 
applying scientific research and technology 
to enhance value from forests, in 
partnership with the private sector.

Thorry Gunnersen also contributed 
profoundly to the growth and success of 
the World Forestry Center in Portland, 
Oregon, USA. Joining the board of 
directors in 1990 Thorry quickly brought 
international recognition to the board. 
The impact of his presence—his articulate 
speech, knowledge of key issues, energy, 
intellectual depth and curiosity—quickly 
defined him as a leader. 

With the support of Thorry and 
Australia’s Gottstein Trust, the World 
Forestry Center launched the Australian 
Fellowship at the World Forestry 
Institute and eventually sponsored 
Fellows from Australia for over a decade. 

In light of his contributions to the 
development and direction of the timber 
products industry, we are pleased to honor 
Thorry Gunnersen by inducting him into 
the Forestry Leadership Hall.  

Thorold H. Gunnersen 
Forestry Leadership Hall Inductee

Donations in honor 
of Thorry Gunnersen
John and Christina 
Blackwell
Allyn Ford and Cheryl 
Ramberg Ford
Joanne Gunnersen
David and Brette 
Hampton
Flo Newton Merlo, 
Harry A. Merlo  
Foundation
Mr. Young-Ju Park
Eric and Dianne 
Schooler
Mr. Amir Sunarko
Hank Swigert
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Robert E. Wertheimer, or Bob, as he 
preferred to be called, was a common-
uncommon man. Underneath his 
elegant and refined exterior was a man 
who loved to watch football on a 
Sunday with his feet up on the coffee 
table. He loved to BBQ and do 
crosswords. He had a keen ability  
to slide from executive decorum to 
working shoulder to shoulder with his 
employees. He had a knack for making 
people feel comfortable, whether it be at 
a five-star restaurant or coffee shop.

Bob appealed to a wide-range of 
people because he started from the 
ground up at Longview Fibre. He was 
in the “bull-gang” or ditch-diggers 
during the summers, progressed to 
sales and production positions and 
finally to Executive Vice President 
and member of the executive board.

Bob’s contributions changed the course 
of the company in a forward moving 
and profitable way. He traveled the 
world on his own dime looking for 
cutting edge converting machinery.  

He greatly enjoyed these world-wide 
ventures and cultivated many life-long 
friends in the process. 

He revolutionized the company's 
corrugated box plant capabilities.  
Dick Wollenberg called it “ruthless 
modernization!” Bob liked to think 
“outside the box” and move the industry 
forward. Bob was also a major force 
behind bringing “multi-colored” 
directly to corrugated printing 
technology. Here he saw an opportunity 
to generate a vast array of new and 
profitable corrugated products. He 
opened a gateway for companies across 
the product spectrum to benefit from 
highly-visible multi-colored packaging, 
giving a boost to their existing 
marketing platforms. 

Bob was very proud of his family heritage 
as a third-generation Wertheimer and 
loyal Longview Fibre employee. He will 
always be recognized as a key leader for 
the Company and for the corrugated 
container industry.  

2018 Inductee Announcement
We are pleased to announce the formal Induction 
of Thorold “Thorry” H. Gunnersen (1940-2018) into 
the Forestry leadership Hall. 

2018 Inductee Announcement
We are pleased to announce the formal Induction  
robert “Bob” E. Wertheimer (1928-2007) into 
the Forestry leadership Hall.

Robert E. Wertheimer 
Forestry Leadership Hall Inductee

Donations in 
honor of Robert 
E. Wertheimer
Elizabeth Burdick
Amy Hilmer
Charlie Wertheimer
Kathleen Wertheimer
Rick and Barbara 
Wollenberg 
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In REMEMBRanCE 
Ted F. Freres 
(1950-2018)
The board of directors and 
staff of the World Forestry 
Center are deeply saddened 
by the passing of Ted F. 
Freres. Ted was a pioneer 
in the Oregon wood 
products industry, 
philanthropist, husband, 
father, grandfather, friend, 
and colleague. Ted was an 
energetic and inspiring 
figure and we appreciate 
his many contributions. He 
will be greatly missed.

Fellows visit Freres Lumber Company, Inc.  
on May 10, the World Forest Institute (WFI) International Fellows 
were given the amazing opportunity to take an in-depth tour 
of Freres lumber Company, Inc., a family-owned and operated 
business specializing in advanced wood products located just  
a stone’s throw away from Portland in lyons, oregon.   

Tyler Freres, Vice President, generously 
spent a half-day with the Fellows, 
teaching them about the company’s 
history and leading them through 
various on-site production processes, 
including veneer, plywood, co-generation, 
and one-of-a-kind Mass Plywood Panel.

Freres Lumber Company, Inc. was 
founded in 1922 by Tyler’s grandfather, 
T.G. Freres, and is now the largest 
independent veneer producer on the 
West Coast. The company has steadily 
grown since its establishment and 
currently employs 480 workers. Eighty 

truckloads of 34' logs are needed per 
day to keep Freres’ veneer plant running 
at full capacity, although the company 
keeps a three-week inventory on-hand 
as a cushion. The logs are processed 
into 8', 9', and 10' blocks at two green 
veneer peeling facilities. Block 
diameters range from 5" to 42", but the 
average block diameter at the small log 
plant is just 8" while the block diameter 
at the larger log facility is 16". Fifty 
percent of these logs comes from land 
under federal ownership, such as the 
U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of 

nOTEaBLE & nEWsWORTHY
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Land Management. Freres’ two veneer plants 
produce around 200 truckloads of veneer weekly 
with their peak operating season being from June 
through September.  The company uses about 40 
percent of veneer produced at their plywood facility. 
Sixty percent is sold to outside panel or engineered 
wood producers for higher and better use. 

Veneer production from whole logs allows for 
about 90 percent log recovery, meaning very little 
wood waste is produced. What little wood waste is 
produced is sold as residual products, such as chips 
and bark dust, or fed into the on-site co-generation 
plant. This efficient use of wood waste produces 
enough energy to meet the equivalent electrical 
needs of Freres’ veneer, plywood, and mass plywood 
panel plants, or 5,000 local homes. 

The highlight of the tour was a walkthrough of 
Freres’ brand-new mass plywood panel (MPP) 
plant. Freres broke ground on this plant just last 
March, and it was already producing its first panel 
by December 2017. The MPP plant currently  
has 8 employees, is highly automated, runs one 
shift daily, and uses about 30 percent of the 
plywood produced by Freres’ plywood plant. MPP 

consists of numerous layers of structural composite 
lumber glued together with cold-pressed melamine 
adhesive. Because of this layered composition, MPP 
is dense and fire-resistant, making it suitable for 
use in tall wood structures. Sheets of plywood are 
conjoined end-to-end via structural scarf joints that 
are nearly undetectable visibly. Depending on the 
end purpose of an MPP product, the plywood 
layers can be configured in various ways so that 
the final product achieves certain span and shear 
strength capabilities. Freres has been certified by 
the APA (The Engineered Wood Association) 
under PRG 320, the Performance Standard for 
Cross Laminated Timber as of the end of June. 
The APA product Report represents only the first 
iteration of Freres’ product; additional testing will 
be ongoing to develop products and refine design 
values. The company is marketing their MPP  
for non-structural construction uses. 

The Fellows were greatly impressed by the degree 
of innovation and efficiency on display at Freres. 
Many thanks to Tyler and his team at Freres for 
sharing their knowledge and expertise with the 
WFI Fellows!  
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EVEnTs RECap

Era of Megafires  
After a record 2017 wildfire season, and with fire on everyone’s 
mind, the World Forestry Center, in conjunction with our partners 
at the U.s. Forest service, The Nature Conservancy (TNC), 
oregon Forest resources Institute (oFrI), the City Club of Portland, 
and North40, hosted Era of Megafires.

Over 300 attended this event featuring Dr. Paul Hessburg. Hessburg, a landscape 
ecologist with the Forest Service’s Pacific Northwest Research Station in Wenatchee, 
Washington, along with a panel of Oregon-based experts, spoke about living with the 
threat of wildfires and actions being taken at the local level to manage fire impacts.

After Hessburg’s presentation, the panel 
provided additional insight and conversation 
on the topic. Panelists included:

Kristen Arid, the cross-agency manager 
for the health promotion and chronic 
disease prevention section in the Oregon 
Public Health Division. 

John Stromberg, Mayor of Ashland, 
Oregon. Mayor Stromberg has been 
a leader of the Ashland Forest  
Resiliency Project. 

Ryan Haugo, Senior Forest Ecologist  
for The Nature Conservancy in Oregon, 
he is also an affiliate assistant professor  
at the University of Washington’s School 
of Environmental and Forest Sciences.

Moderating the session was Lisa Gaines, 
the director of the Institute for Natural 
Resources (INR), headquartered at 
Oregon State University. 

thank you wasim muklashy 
for all of your beautiful 
photographs. (pages 4-7) 
PhotographyByWasim.com
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Postcards from the Frontlines 
of International Forestry

The second session focused on  
the challenges of operating multi-
generational, family-run businesses and 
was co-led by WFI Fellows Thammarat 
Mettanurak and Jeen Bunnik.

The first session delved into the role of 
science in forest management decision-
making and featured WFI Fellows 
Meei-ru Jeng, Tuan Phan, and Xuejiao Li.

Fellows with Adolf and Gaby Hertrich, and WFI Program Manager, Shadia Duery Dr. Bruce Marcot, Presenter

Ben Hayes, Moderator

Thammarat Mettanurak, Thailand

Tuan Phan, Vietnam Mount Hood Room, Discovery Museum Attendee, Gary Hartshorn

Meei-ru Jeng, Taiwan

Attendee, Adolf Hertrich

Jeen Bunnik, The Netherlands

Xuejiao Li, China

on July 17th, this year’s World Forest 
Institute International Fellows starred in 
a half-day conference exploring natural 
resource management issues from around 
the world hosted in the Discovery Museum 
at the World Forestry Center.
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2018 Donors

canopy club  
corporate members $5,000
GreenWood Resources 
Roseburg Forest Products
Stoel Rives, LLP
crown club  
corporate members $1,000 
Freres Foundation
Giustina Resources
Gramark Company
Harrigan Timber Company, Inc.
Lone Rock Resources
Ochoco Timber Company
Oregon Society of American Foresters
RSG Forest Products
Timber Products Company
Walsh Trucking Co.
gifts of $100,000 + 
Anonymous 
Harry A. Merlo Foundation
gifts of $10,000 – $99,999 
Hampton Family Foundation of 

The Oregon Community Foundation,  
The Hampton Family, Hampton Lumber

Louis W. Hill Jr., Subfund of the 
World Forestry Center Endowment Fund

Roseburg Forest Products
Mr. and Mrs. L.L. Stewart Subfund of  

The Oregon Community Foundation
gifts of $5,000 – $9,999 
The Friends of Paul Bunyan Foundation
Paul and Sally McCracken Fund of 

The Oregon Community Foundation,  
John and Susan McCracken

gifts of $1,000 – $4,999 
Clark/Lewis Family Foundation
Columbia Bank
Kenneth and Sherrilyn Fisher
Tiffanie Starr
Richard Strachan
Walker Family Foundation
George H. Weyerhaeuser
gifts of $250 – $999 
Anonymous
Stewart and Molly E. Butler
Columbia County 

Small Woodlands Association
Ke Dong and Paul Oester
Greg Fullem
gifts of $100 – $249 
Robert Blum and Carol Black
John B. Crowell, Jr.
Rick Herson
Doug Maguire 
Bruce Mateer
Pacific NW Federal Credit Union
Hank Swigert
gifts up to $99 
Anonymous
Ken Beech
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Daniel Coen

Robert O. Curtis
Victoria Fernandez and Benjamin Negrete
Good Street
The Merck Company Foundation
Ricky Nicholson
Portland Garden Club
Bobbie Richey
Heather Schermerhorn 
Mary Zamarripa
gifts-in-kind 
The Healy Company, LLC 

Books on forestry, forest products,  
and natural resources 

K & M Winery 
Equipment for the maintenance  
of Magness Tree Farm 

tributes 
Kathleen Dwyer Duyck  

in memory of Mr. Anthony J. Dwyer, Jr. 
Patricia J. Galligan and William L. Galligan  

in memory of John Nagle
Charles and Denise Lilley  

in memory of Darrell Schroeder
Joanne M. Lilley  

in memory of Darrell Schroeder
Cynthia Magness 

in honor of Panzy and Howard Magness
Mr. Gerard W. Tate 

in honor of Alison Herlihy
who will own the forest 
title sponsors $10,000 
Farm Credit System
Timberland Investment Resources
who will own the forest  
corporate sponsors $5,500 
Adams and Reese LLP
American Forest Management
ArborGen Inc.
Brookfield
BTG Pactual Timberland Investment Group
Campbell Global
Domain Timber Advisors
Eversheds Sutherland
Forest Investment Associates
Global Forest Partners
Green Diamond Resource Company
GreenWood Resources
Hancock Timber Resource Group
IWC Group
Jamestown Timberland
Jeffrey M. Siegrist & Company
KPMG
LandVest, Inc.
Lone Rock Resources
The Lyme Timber Company
Mason, Bruce & Girard
MetLife Timberland Finance Group
Moss Adams
New Forests
PGIM Real Estate Finance
Resource Management Service
Roseburg Forest Products
RSM

Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt
Smith Agri International Pty Ltd
Smith, Gambrell & Russell
Stoel Rives
sponsor: community free day  
at the wfc and discovery museum 
Columbia Bank
sponsor: discovery museum,  
treemendous second saturday:  
wildfire prevention 
Hancock Forest Management
sponsor: era of megafires 
City Club of Portland
Stephen Holgate
allyn c. ford forestry  
leadership hall induction 
Roseburg Forest Products
John W. Warjone
John H. Wilkinson
thorold (thorry) h. gunnersen  
forestry leadership hall induction 
John and Christina Blackwell
Allyn Ford and Cheryl Ramberg Ford
Joanne Gunnersen 
David and Brette Hampton
Flo Newton Merlo, Harry A. Merlo Foundation
Mr. Young-Ju Park
Eric and Dianne Schooler
Mr. Amir Sunarko
Hank Swigert
John H. Wilkinson
mari hill harpur  
forestry leadership hall induction 
Anonymous 
Ascent Private Capital Management of U.S. Bank
Anson M. Beard, Jr. 
Cainard Forestry NZ LP
Kenauk Canada ULC
Mark Rasmussen and Roger Lord 

on behalf of Mason, Bruce & Girard
Amy Satterlund
U.S. Bank
John W. Warjone
John H. Wilkinson
robert e. wertheimer   
forestry leadership hall induction
Elizabeth and Hunt Burdick
Amy Hilmer
Charlie Wertheimer
Kathleen Wertheimer
Rick and Barbara Wollenberg
john wilkinson    
forestry leadership hall induction
Caryll and Barbara Goetze
Jennifer Kent
Martin Lugus
Ron and Ginny Peterson

We have made every effort to include all donors 
from 2018. Please notify Wendy Mitchell of any 
changes so that we can update our records. 
wmitchell@worldforestry.org. Thank you.

January 1 through August 24, 2018


