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FALL 2020

For the first six months of the pandemic, I found myself drawn to the forest to reflect and 
restore. But as the hot, dry days stretched on here in the western United States, concerns 
about the upcoming wildfire season grew – heightened for me by my service as the chair 
of the mitigation committee for the Oregon Governor’s Wildfire Council last year.

In Zoom meetings, I would share the details of a challenging year for our organization, 
but also the heightened importance of our work. In a pandemic, forests are both an 
essential resource for economic and mental health, but also a potential risk if left ignored. 
In this business, one can feel like a Cassandra, speaking to the urgency of addressing 
potential future ills. But it never feels good when those ills come to pass. We do this work 
not because we are motivated by fear, but because we have hope and belief that these 
problems are solvable.    

For World Forestry Center, 2020 has been filled with new challenges and opportunities. 
Our traditional funding model has been disrupted. Events and museum attendance, 
responsible for 60 percent of our annual revenue, evaporated overnight. Travel 
restrictions mean our international fellows program had to be cancelled for the year.

We moved swiftly, however. Since March we have adapted our Who Will Own the 
Forest conference to a new virtual format and attracted nearly double the typical 
attendees. We have reinstated our Leadership Hall committee and selected a diverse 
group of honorees.  We have broadened our community of followers and supporters. 
Our Board of Directors continues to support the strategic pivot of the organization which 
began when I was hired two years ago. And our staff are doing more with less.

Thank you, sincerely, to everyone who has collaborated and engaged with us during this 
time. Your continued support of our work has kept us going.

The impacts of COVID-19 will likely continue for a long time to come. Our Discovery 
Museum is closed and will remain so. Our ability to host large, in-person events will 
likely remain limited well into 2021. 

However, despite the challenges, the successes give us hope. Our roots have spread and 
deepened. We are growing into something stronger. Our work shaping society and 
building public will for sustainable forestry means we must adapt and evolve. We hope 
you will join us as we do.  

Joseph A. Furia

Executive Director,  

World Forestry Center

Although opportunities  
to engage with us in-person  
are limited, please visit 
worldforestry.org and sign  
up for our email list, or follow 
us on social media for curated 
forestry news and the latest 
updates about our work.

Deepening Our Roots 
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LEADERSHIP HALL SPOTLIGHT

Leadership Hall Announces  

2020 and 2021 Honorees

2020 Honorees
Clark S. Binkley, Ph.D. is an internationally recognized expert in 

forestry investment with experience on every continent except 

Antarctica. He served as the CIO for both GreenWood Resources 

and Hancock Timber Resource Group. Between those assignments, 

he founded International Forestry Investment Advisors (IFIA) to 

develop and implement innovative, socially responsible high-

return timberland investment strategies. 

Before joining the timberland investment business, he had a 

distinguished academic career as the Dean of the Faculty of 

Forestry at the University of British Columbia and Yale University in the School of Forestry 

and Environmental Studies where he was the Frederick K. Weyerhaeuser Professor of Forest 

Resource Management. He served on the Board of Directors of West Fraser Timber, Timberwest, 

Pacific Forest Products, and Cellfor. Clark holds degrees in Applied Mathematics and Engineering 

from Harvard University and in Forestry and Environmental Studies from Yale University. 

Thank you to GreenWood Resources for their lead donation to initiate the induction of Clark into 

Leadership Hall. We would also like to thank those who are joining GWR as supporting donors: 

Hancock Natural Resource Group, Ken Hines, Jeff and Kathryn Nuss, and Court Washburn.

Clark S. Binkley

Peter Talbot Pope led Pope & Talbot, Inc. for more than 40 years, serving as CEO and 

Chairman. The company was founded by Andrew J. Pope and Captain William C. 

Talbot to supply the California gold rush with lumber. For 165 years,  

Pope & Talbot contributed to building the West and natural resource stewardship. 

In 1985, Peter established Pope Resources LP by combining several enterprises and 

properties of its predecessor, Pope & Talbot. Pope Resources owned and managed more 

than 265 thousand acres of timberland across Oregon, Washington, and California.  

Peter's connection with World Forestry Center dates back almost 50 years, having joined 

the Board of Directors in 1972 and served until 1991. Peter joins several family members, 

Andrew J. Pope, William C. Talbot, and Cyrus T. Walker in Leadership Hall, all of whom 

played a critical role in the success of Pope & Talbot and the forest products industry.

Thank you to Josephine Pope, Maria Pope, and family for their lead donation to initiate the 

induction of Peter into Leadership Hall.   

Bob and Ted are the second generation to operate Freres Lumber Company, founded by 

their father, T.G. Freres, in 1922. Nearing the 100th anniversary, Freres has grown into 

one of the nation’s leading manufacturers of plywood, veneer, and Mass Plywood Panel (MPP). 

Ted and his older brother, Bob, became the guiding forces behind the company after 

their father died in 1979. Together, the brothers ensured the company’s commitment to 

providing family-wage jobs and bringing prosperity to the Santiam community. 

Ted had a love for innovation, especially at the production facilities. His dedication to 

progress led to continuous improvement and the state-of-the-art processes in place today. 

Ted, along with his brother and later, his nephew, Rob Freres, expanded the company 

from two green veneer production facilities into a multi-faceted wood products company 

producing green veneer, dry veneer, studs, residuals, electricity, plywood, and now MPP. 

Bob was named Oregon Business Leader of the Year by Associated Oregon Industries. He 

remains the only lumberman to win this award. Over the 40 years under Bob’s leadership, 

the company grew from two to six plants while increasing employment from 100 to 475 today.  

Thank you to Freres Lumber Company and the Freres family for their lead donation to initiate 

the induction of Bob and Ted into Leadership Hall.  

The 2020 and 2021 honorees reflect the broadening coalition of voices needed in the 

forestry conversation. These leaders represent family legacy, technological innovation, 

practical policymaking, education, and timberland investment. Our 2021 class features 

Leadership Hall’s first African American and Native American honorees, and our 

nomination committee is hard at work to ensure future classes further reflect the varied, 

complex,  and diverse scope of forestry's leaders.

Peter Talbot Pope  

(1934–2018)

Robert “Bob” T. Freres, Sr. 

(1929–2019) 

Theodore “Ted” F. Freres  

(1950–2018)

2021 Honorees

Established by World Forestry Center in 1971, Leadership Hall was created to honor those  
who have advanced our understanding of forests and their importance to society. 

Sam Cook
Executive Director of Forest Assets,  
VP of the Natural Resources
NC State University College  
of Natural Resources

Billy Frank Jr. (1931-2014) 
Nisqually tribal member  
and advocate of civil and tribal rights  
in the Pacific Northwest
Photo credit: The Everett Herald

To support our  
2020 honorees visit  
worldforestry.org/donate
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World Forestry Center Reimagines  

Signature Timberland Investing Conference

UPCOMING EVENTS

For more than 15 years, World Forestry 

Center has built its Who Will Own the 

Forest? conference into one of the largest 

and most prestigious Timberland 

Investment events in the world. The 

conference brings timberland managers, 

investors, and professionals from around 

the world to World Forestry Center’s 

Washington Park Campus. There, they 

spend two days building community, 

being inspired, and having critical 

conversations about the future of forestry.

Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, World 

Forestry Center has reimagined this 

signature gathering – preserving the 

essential elements, while also creating a 

more inclusive and accessible event.

Redubbed Who Will Own the Forest: The 

Series 2020, this year’s program is 

composed of six 75-minute live-streamed 

episodes running every Wednesday from 

September 23 through October 28. Each 

episode will feature a never-before-seen 

conversation between thought-leaders in 

the forestry investment space, followed by 

live Q&A. After the full session, live, 

interactive breakout sessions hosted by 

some of forestry’s leading companies allow 

participants to create connections and 

build community, trademarks of the 

conference.

Participation in WWOTF: The Series 2020 

is priced at a fraction of the cost to attend 

the in-person conference. “Our hope was 

that the lower ticket price and removing 

the need to travel would make it accessible 

for a lot more folks,” said Joe Furia, World 

Forestry Center Executive Director. “We 

want to bring as many people as possible 

into these exciting conversations about the 

future of forestry.” Additional discounts 

are also available for students and those 

from pension and endowment funds.

Visit worldforestry.org/wwotf to register.

EPISODE 1 — SEPTEMBER 23, 2020

The Reunion: A Talk with Industry Veterans  
on Timberland Investing
Industry veterans reunite for a broad discussion of how the 
forest asset class has evolved over the years. How has 
timberland’s performance fared, what major trends should 
investors understand, and where do they see the sector going?

Dr. Court Washburn, Hancock Natural Resource Group
Dr. Clark Binkley, International Forestry Investment Advisors
Moderator: Timothy Fritzinger, Brooknoll Advisors

EPISODE 2 — SEPTEMBER 30, 2020

The U.S. South Timberland Conundrum:  
Two Takes on the Value Proposition 
After a decade of flat performance, how does one make the 
case to invest in timberlands in the U.S. South? What strategic 
factors drive an investment in the U.S. South versus other 
regions? Where are the opportunities?

Douglas Reed, Green Diamond Resource Company
William Sonnenfeld, WillSonn Advisory
Moderator: Joe Taggart, LandVest

EPISODE 3 — OCTOBER 7, 2020

A More Equitable, Inclusive, and Diverse  
Timberland Investment World: How to Move  
from Interest to Action
Exploring the timberland investment world’s building interest in 
equity, inclusion, and diversity, and how action can be taken 
today to build a better timberland investment future.
Host: Dr. Thomas Easley, Yale School of the Environment
Jeff Nuss, GreenWood Resources
Craig Blair, RMS

EPISODE 4 — OCTOBER 14, 2020

Artificial Intelligence and Forest Management
How innovative AI and aerial imagery can be combined  
to survey forests, transforming how landowners and  
other forest stewards can measure and monitor forests.

Zack Parisa, SilviaTerra
Liz Willmott, Microsoft AI for Earth

EPISODE 5 — OCTOBER 21, 2020

Mass Timber and the Future
How new investments in the development of a mass  
timber manufacturing sector in North America could  
fundamentally shift current assumptions for building  
materials and construction.

Karim Khalifa, Sidewalk Labs

EPISODE 6 — OCTOBER 28, 2020

The Future for Timberland Investing:  
A Conversation
Climate risk and reward: regulation, responsibility,  
and the reality of the fiduciary challenges in the  
decades ahead.

Bob Saul, Fiera Comox
Spencer Meyer, Highstead Foundation

WWOTF: The Series 2020 Agenda
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2006 Fellow, China 

Zengwang Ma
Faculty,  

Hebei Academy of Forestry and Grassland

Ma has been working in his home country, China, since 

his time at World Forestry Center. His current research 

focuses on oak forest and Mongolian plateau grassland 

ecological system restoration. Ma notes that his current 

research related directly to his work in Oregon. Like 

nearly everyone, his life has been impacted by the 

pandemic, but he is grateful that China has been able  

to fight the spread of the virus and that life is slowly 

returning to normal.

2008 Fellow, Bosnia & herzegovina 

Milan Mataruga
Faculty of Forestry,  

University of Banja Luka

Milan has been working diligently to promote nature 

conservation at home in Bosnia and Herzegovina. His 

classes at the University of Banja Luka have now 

concluded so Milan’s attention has shifted to other 

ongoing projects. He is assessing ecosystems in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, their biodiversity, and trying to bring 

the scientific community “around the same table.”

2013 Fellow, Bosnia & herzegovina 

Branislav Cvjetkovic
Faculty of Forestry,  

University of Banja Luka

Since his time at World Forestry Center in 2013, Branislav 

has kept busy. In 2018 he defended his Ph.D. thesis, and 

became a teaching professor in 2019. Presently, he is 

conducting research on penducilate oak (Quercus robur)  

and is back to teaching in the classroom after working 

from home due to COVID-19. He has enjoyed spending 

time in the forest with his year-and-a-half-old son and is 

looking forward to getting back to normalcy of teaching 

and forestry research when COVID-19 settles down.

1995 Fellow, Canada 

Claire Huxtable
Senior Analyst,  

ERA Forest Products Research

After her Fellowship, Claire became a portfolio analyst 

and account manager for Hancock Timber Resource 

Group, one of the world’s largest timberland investment 

management organizations. Since, she has worked in 

timberland investing and as an equity analyst in the 

paper and forest products space. She is currently trying 

to take a larger role in promoting mass timber 

construction and expanding the use of all forest-based 

products, including energy and biochemicals.

 

2019 Fellow, Malawi 

Richard Banda
Forester,  

Pyxus Agriculture Ltd.

Upon returning home, Richard negotiated the 

preservation of 1,000 hectares of land. Progress is halted 

due to the pandemic, but he is hopeful that he can 

continue his work establishing Eucalyptus and Pinus 

plantations. Aside from his work, he is loving his life as a 

family man. His daughter was only three days old  when 

he left for his Fellowship. But now she is his “best friend” 

and he cannot imagine leaving her for six months.

2019 Fellow, FranCe 

Romain Matile
Co-Founder,  

Warucene

Upon his return to France, Romain started a company  

to apply what he learned during his Fellowship. His 

company, Warucene, mitigates the risk of wildfire using 

innovative strategies. It compliments his current endeavors 

working on biomass energy and forest protection in  

the South of France. Soon Romain will organize the  

first ever controlled burn training in New Caledonia.

2007 Fellow, nepal 

Deepak Tamang
Senior Institutional Capacity Development 

Advisor and Consultant

In 2019, Deepak concluded his time as a Senior Researcher 

with the International Centre for Integrated Mountain 

Development. During the pandemic, he has been 

working from home, writing and reflecting on 

agroforestry in Nepal. His current work is part of a 4-year, 

two-phase research project with the Australian International 

Centre for Agricultural Research (ACIAR). He also 

maintains his farm as an active agroforestry interpretive 

center in the hills outside the Kathmandu Valley. 

NOTABLE AND NEWSWORTHY

Former Fellows Continue Their Work in a Changed World

This summer we checked in with our network 
of International Fellowship alumni around the 
world, curious about their professional and 
personal lives, and how they’ve been  
affected by COVID-19. We are pleased to hear 
that they are doing well despite the current 
global challenges.
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Sustainable Forestry Management on  

Display at Magness Memorial Tree Farm 

World Forestry Center’s work is focused on connecting people  
to sustainable forestry, including forestry management.  

For more than 40 years, we have actively 

managed the 79-acre Magness Memorial 

Tree Farm, including periodically 

harvesting trees, following a detailed 

Forest Management Plan.

Earlier this year, we engaged Trout Mountain 

Forestry to update the Management Plan 

for Magness. The goals of this updated 

conservation-based plan include 

improving forest health, promoting 

age-class diversity, reducing invasive 

species, and creating revenue for site 

maintenance through periodic  

timber harvests. 

No harvesting has happened at Magness for nearly 20 years.  

To sustainably steward the property, per the updated Management Plan,  

World Forestry Center began a maintenance harvest in early August.  

“Thinning reduces fire risk and can increase the health and value of the remaining 

trees," said World Forestry Center Director of Facilities Chuck Wiley. "It also allows 

us to be intentional about what types of trees we keep, helping with species diversity. 

We’ve worked with Trout Mountain before and know that they are experts at this scale 

of project.”

As Magness is already temporarily closed to the public to support Oregon’s effort to 

contain the spread of COVID-19, the harvest has not impacted access to Magness.

As of press time the harvest continues. “We’ve completed more than half of the proposed 

cuts,” said Wiley. “We’re on schedule to finish the rest by the end of September.”

For more information about the harvest at Magness, visit worldforestry.org/harvest.  

NOTABLE AND NEWSWORTHY

^
  leFt A stand of trees at Magness Tree Farm  

prior to harvest.

^
  right The same stand after harvest.

Photos courtesy of  

Trout Mountain Forestry


